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N5C BRIEFING ey & April 1956

DR-STALINIZATION CONTINULS

1. Ia the two weeks simce I last reported to the Council on the
Soviet campaigs to tgeaté'the “gwful truth’ aboui Stalin, the campaign
ks smerged from its “whispering stage and Dacome s matter of official
?oaﬁzé, ‘Ia'ti:iuhtnartd,ftshiaa, the first official salvo was fired
in a Pravda sditorisl {28 #arch) and, since thea the Nuvy newspaper,
Soyiet Fleet (30 Mar), the Soviet Army nowspaper, Red Star (3 Apr),
asd the Commmnist Party's top theoretical jouraal, t#a fortaightly

msagazine Xowmunist (April) have jeined in the firing. Elsewhere ia the
Orbit, the Chinese Communists hivarrutrttaeé from independent comment,
the Bastern European Sateilites, while showing some imdividuality in
their snti~Stalin treatment, are sticking te the general Boriet line
and most foreige Communist Parties have nov recovercd from their initial
confusioa over the switch in lime.

2. *mﬂggg editorisl crodits Stalin with certain esrly schievements
bt ch:r:aa that his smelf~florification later led to repressive one-uln
rule, BSaid vrtvdu, at the start, it is irrefutable that J.V. &talis
had rendered great services to eur Party, the workiag class, and to
isterastional lsbor movement.” Pravds points up the importsat role
Stalin played ia the civil war saad the "building of socislism,” and
Bis good fight sgninst duvittieaints“, i.e., Trotaky, Kineviev, ot al..
The '20s workisg with the Party, he also carried out s large amount
‘of work for the industrialisatios of the country, collectivization of
sgricalture, and effecting & cultural ravolatiag.auwmhwymuwwm
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a. m reistes that, as & result, Etalia’s W&rﬂx M
tigemwelled. Buocesses “were wrongly attributed to the merits of
| s Btalin, wme, lackiag persounsi wodesty, did mot cut Sbort those

mm M in every way. 4s time west o, this cult ef the individual
Assumed over more monstrous zwmuaurmhmwmama. |
k. Later Pravde states, Stalin's personsl sutocracy produced

ﬂﬂttm of ravdationary 1sw, and unjustified rcmim** aAnd brought
to the fore that - "imporislist agent Beria”, and secret police cohorts
at the expenne of the Party. Further, the Stalin enlt led to "‘swk *
my mﬂm .n the covering 4p of shortcomings, the vmmng of
reality, angd eyowash, and created lickapittles,” 3;%% and
ﬁm Wt Up on servility m mm, Mry and
istellectusl sctivity bogged dows in ‘dogmatism and m-mm :M

3. mut Fleot, the mext to fire, (30 March) scored ‘*ﬁ;ugnntmn

FOATS sericus works in Bilitary thought have kot besn produced here.”
5. Kommunist charged that amw’i SRs~-man rule had “hampered
ncraal mtmt of M:n ¥ithin the Party ama WAS an mm’&- whe,
¥ ; c -

tighting ability."
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gg!ggguﬂu eontinued: “The slien spirit of the cult of
the individual as mttcm by Stalia ﬂalnttd the principles of
Leninism.” “Stalin's ignoring of the prianciples of golleciive leader-
ship saﬂ party 1ife led to the violation of inter-party ésuseraﬁy. to
the htlittiiﬁg of the activity of rank and file wambers, and their

initistive, and hindersd the developwent of criticiss aad self criticisw.”

8. Other shots include & home sexvice broadcast by = ieading
Soviet historisn, vho stated that aew histories of USSR and Soviet
Party were being prepared on the besis of "strictly checked fact” to
replace present Stalin-dominatsd varsions, eas well as continuing repeits
that Stalin's pictures mnd written works are disappearing.

7. 1In ssalysing the problem of carrying the mew "truth” aﬁeﬁt
Stalin to the pesple. Pravda bas stated ...it is aecessary to dewvslep

-

8, In Communist China, proyagandu -nﬁia continue to ravere lno
Tho-tung. The Chinese Communists sre now attributing to Maoc certain
'theorias roruorly credited to Stalin, notably the concept that "the
zeru of revolution in China would be armed struggle. Although the
Pravds editorial was printed in all Peiping papers, it was printod
‘without co-nant and it was 5 April before the Chinese loadera added
,any independent comment to the attack on Stalin. On that date, the '
Ptiping Peoples ' naily-—vurning that Communist leaders wust be "modest

fad circumspect’--declared that Stalin "became conceited" in his
later years and that his™erroneous decisions on certain important ;

questions" had brought about "serious and harmful consequences” .
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8. In the Europesa Satellites, therehas bess uniform tresimemt
of the basic Iacts of the charges against Etalin, but great differences
in the tm:- with which various regises have premested their imter-
pratations. In early Narch, Kast Germany's ﬂkrmai:, speaking softly
doclared enly that Stalin could net be considered a “elassical inter~
 preter of Narxism:” byama, ho was caliing Stalin a lisr and
- falsifier of history. The Poles started a steady barrage of criticism
mtﬁmummhm Ou 37 Narch (the day before the Pravia
od4itorial appeared) the Polish party organ, Irybwss Luds, gave the
best snalysis yet made in the Satellite pross of the reascns behind the
sati-Stalis drive. Baid Trybuss:

8. After Lemin's death, Stslin's rele i the ‘sharp ideslogical
struggle” against the ‘Trotskyites, Bukhsrinites, and beurgecis
sationalists™ and for the realization of the Five Year Plang, for
the mtrMth ef the sountry, and for the mlmziuutm af
the Soviet mmﬁdﬁ led to the rapid rise of smm 8 prestige m
popularity,”

5. This tRoouraged him to create the “mz of the iadividual™
in htﬁ' yours, "putting himself Mo the psrty lesdership and the
party itself, and Rpplying repressions instead oL ideslogicsl struggle
againmt mnmm and, later em, agaisst everyons who did ot agree
with h:s views." |

mms&mmmm@amautma;m. snd did
saNse, the Yoskoning oz control over mim Grgans of authority....
T™e security organs becams independent of pariy anthorities snd were
wtilined teo m&mﬁa the perscasl power of Stalin over the party.”

e—

A 19.7o90Aooe7eoe40009-7n-_«:.f_\—x.f&aw iy




- Approved For Release 20 ! %‘;{CIA-RDP79R00890A000700040009-7

d. By the time the danger of Stalin's domination had become
sppareat, wnder conditions offauaticism and terror sgainst any sttempt
8% opposition, which were the direct result of the oult of the individual,
Trybuss asked, “could & struggle sgainst the cult of Stalin be real and
effective?" and snswers: “the poiat was not to save cae's ova life;
the point was tp save the revelution. During the years 1934 to 1841,
M the imperialists were preparing sggression against the foviet Euim
with ever greater imtensity, wheom suy setiom aghinst Stalin would have
plusged ths country into chaos and disorder, this could measn only one
thing: to opon the gates wmm, to open the road to imperislist
aggrossion, to facilitate this sggressiea.” |

®. However, "is mpite of the distortiens and losses, the
genorsl balasee sheet of the past period is victorioms. Bocialism
trismphed in the USER; ome third of mankind took up the work of
seoMiist coustruction.... #e mre all impressed by the vast prospects
and the revdutionary strength which were ;W at the 20th Congress
of the CPSU.... And at the reception given for foreign delegatioms
durisg the Congress, Comrade Khrushchev said that the struggle against
the eult of the individusl was 3y 80 means over. ‘rhs.a siruggle should
last uatil all the remmasts of the cult of the individual are ersdicated
from the whels of secial life, from science and education, from
literature sad art.” | )

10, In Caeckenlovakia, Buagary, aad Rumenia, Stalin has been
miﬁﬂllg sttacked by nane. This has not happensd as yet 'm Balgaria
and Albania, although the Pravda sditorisl bas besea reprinted.

?—a-
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% & mssber of Satellites have anncunced Actions which give
seance that repressive messures sssoclated with Htalin are
being discarded, Eset Germsa premier Grotewohl pudlicly called for
aessures to “safegunrd the right of citimens” and the “speedy olimi-
aation of sll infringement of the rule of lav.” A feow days earlier,
Wibricht had asoounced that “the central committee hes docided,..to
sppoint cemmiss ton ef eight comrades to oxamine cases of party msmbers
who have hesn mm,'m woll as forwer party mru**

5. In Bungary, the rehabilitation of former “arch-traitor
and nationsl deviationist’ Laszlo Bajk waa sanounced by Hungarian
party first secretary Rakesi.

| o, The ﬁim of three former prominent victims of purges
iz Poland--sll associatas of Gomulkan--has been publicized.

11, Western Suropsan Comsunist parties showsd some coafusion, but
snly in Italy are Mé inéiut;m bt serious interaal dmiaa ovey
the mtm Togliatti, who i ander sharp atmi from within bis
perty, has had to devoto wore time and space thas say other muz
iz Wemtern Burops to his efforts to recuncile the mow line with his mt
declarations in support of Stalin, ,

i%. e ofticial mlmg for the sessalt om &m;&a, while not
Wmly eandid, offers cluss to its motivation. The division of
Stalin's ewr iante two phases shows attempt to 3afe onus of St&imiﬂ:
sxcesses frox mt rogime without aattm ground ont from under
induptrial ﬁtwi@nﬁml Ml:mm nuum by ﬁmm buat still
pursuied by presest leaders. The stress e# development of creativity
at all levels muls & real need 10 use "schock treatment” io cure
sunbdng effects of ers in which "infallile” leader smothered slightest
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inisiative m police serrer. Finally, the campaign is sié@iy

denigued "to preciuvde say pessibility of revival of the cult of the
isdividual in eas or saother fors.”  i.s., t6 preveat re-establishment
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NBC BRIEFING GOt - "5 april 1956
DE-STALINIZATION CONTINUES

I. Campaign now out in oéen {Pravda, other official pubs.).
I1.  Official ling:- early 8talin good, later years bhad.
1X11I. Echos in Soviet Fleet, Red Star.

1Vv. EKommunist auysv?arty was hgbbled:
A. Democracy violated, rank—and-file belittled, initiative crushed.
Y. Pravda warns against haste in spreading news.
VI. Chinese Communists withheld commenty owre § APCi o
VvII. Satellite reaction shows basic conformity, but some differences
in vigor. |
A. Poles have nade_fullest analysis in press (beéting Pravda).
B. 8Stalin attacked by name in Pblind. E. Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Rumania, not in Bulgaria, Albania,
'¢. Purges being reexamined in East Germany.
' D. Rajk "rehabilitated® in Hungary.
E. three purge iictins released in Poland,
VIII.In W. Burope, only Italian party displays internal dissension.
IX. Some motives of campaign, as we see them:

95X1X A. Division into early good, late evil helps present leaders.

B. Hope thﬁt new "freedom” will improve party wits.
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